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Name 

Viruses

1. Viruses can infect .

.

.

2. They are protected by a

3. They can’t survive without a

4. They’re spread by

Viruses are very tiny particles that can infect animals, plants, or people and 
make them sick. Viruses are protected by a coating of protein. Viruses 
hijack the cells of living organisms and inject their genetic material right into 
the cell and take over. They use the cell to make more viruses and take 
over more cells. They cannot survive without a host. Viruses can float 
through the air, survive in water, or even on the surface of your skin. They 
can be passed from one person to another by shaking hands, touching 
food, through water, or through the air when a person coughs or sneezes. 


